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| Bnglish-language reportson Soviet military tactical
doctrine ‘
Att. 1 Soviet Military Tactics - Attack by Thras Army Groups Along a 10G:Mlomster Front
This 36-page report poses the problem,and offers a solution for an attack along
a 100 kilomster front by two general army groups of three armored infantry
divisions, and one tank division each; one armored armmy group of four tank
divisions; one paratroop division; one air amy of 1000 fighters and 200 bombers,
all supported by tactical nuclear weapons,against an enemy force of three infantr;
divisions deployed along the entire front, supported by two tank divisions,
» deployed at a depth of 50 kilometers, and tactical nuclear weapons.
Att, 2 Soviet Military Tactics - Movement to Gontact and Quick Attack.
This six-page report poses the hypothetical c;se of an attack by a combined army
of three armored infan try divisions and one tank division against an enemy con-
sisting of one infantry division with one tank division in reserve., The report
briefly touches on the attacking procedures in the case of two problemss (1) wher
N the defenders are retreating, and (2) where the defenders are entrenched,
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Atte 3 Soviet Military Tactics - River Defense. ——
This 22-page repdrt represents in general terms Soviet methods and guiding
~ principles,at the headquarters level, for river defense. Attention is invited
to the h!énlnt- -comisent “which bats T difference of opinionibetiésh & solutic
offered by informsnt, in.a.taeslcal:j on.river defense, and &’ on.whiel
was offered by Soviet Generdl Yankovskiy, of the Obshchiy Voyskiy Kommand.
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This eight-page report offers a solution by another informant to the proble
posed in attachment 1. The information submitted in thig report includes
those points which are at variance with the solution offered in attachment
l. Informant in his comment lists the composition of heavy tank reg:uuents
in the Polish Army as of 1952,

Soviet Military Tactics - Attack
Front.

This L3-page report répresents informant's solution to the basic problem
posed in attachment 1. The report includes solutions for (1) assaults .
on a fortified area, and (2) controlling and breaching of a passage.
Informant also presents various data on the Soviet Army,

Soviet Military Tactics - Attack by "

This 1l-page report represents another informant'!s solution to the basic
problem posed in attachment 1. Informant's -solutiom was essentially
similar to that presented in attachment.S5, and consists only of .those -
points where there was a difference of opinion between this informmant and
thé author of the solution in attdchment 5. Informant also includes data
on the deployment of forces as a result of éxercises held in northern -
Poland in 1955, and some of the experiences gained as a result of these
exercises, Ammunition tables of allowance, fuel allowances for tanks and
other vehicles, food ration allowances, are also included.
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Soviet Military Tactics -~ Attask by Three Army
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The Soviet foree (referred to as "our forses"
threughout the follewing repert) is ergmised
as followss

(1) Two Oenmersl Army Oreups (Obshehays
Vojskovajs Armye) of three srmered
infantry divisieas, and one tenk
division each.

(2) One Armored Arwy Growp of four temk
divisiens.

(3) One Parstreocp Division.
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(k) One Alr Army of 1,000 fighter aire
oraft and 200 bombers.

(5) Tacticsl muslesr veapoms.
The defending force is organized as followss

(1) Three infantry divisions deployed along
the entire fromt.

(2) 7Two tenk divisions deplayed at a depth
of S0 km,

(3) Teotical muclear wespons.

The irfial distanse between the opponents is
60 to 100 kn., subsequently decressing te SO
%0 70 kme to advense elements of the defender.
Between both forces is a river (300 meters
wide, 5 meters deep, medium current).

Disgram of foroes:

@ Objective
Nuclear arms

g
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Mtire grownd is passsdle for armer.

Tront must be bresched at a width of
100 kme only. .

X X X X
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1. The Soviet forees (our forees) im pursuit of the retreating
enexmy are spearheaded by the tank army as the first echelon,
with the remaining armies 60«70 km. behind, as the sscond
echelon. In frout of the forees of the first echelon, there
are advance groups (Podvishmoy Otrisd - PO), slso serving as
connecting elements Detween the forces of the first snd second
echalons. The respensibility of despatching the FO rests with
the point division of both echelons and they are generslly
orgenised as follows: one armored infantry battalion plus
one bsttalion which includes ene 3U battery and one 122 ma
howitser regiment snd slements of engineers (equipment de-
pends upon type of terrain to be traversed; for river cros-
sings bridging equipment will be earried). The missiom of
the PO is the ccoupation of imperteat terrain festures for
the follow-up divisions in order to emsure the uninterrupted
movement of the main body.

2. As the armored army advances rapidly wvithout utop_p;ag, it
operates within 2 limited sector, preswmsdly on & width of
S0 km. (SO pereent of the entire ssctor of operations).
Behind the armored army follow the FO of the two other armies,
sdvancing along the entire width of the front and followed by

-
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their main contingents. The situstion during the pwrsuit
is as follows:

6§ 8 ¢T 86888 &7
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The situstion after the force has halted for refueling:
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The paretrecp divisien is located sbout 200 km, from
front line end at a distsnce of appreximetely S0 lms from
the sirflelds. SEPOFT

‘ 25X1
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The Soviet Army does not generslly undertske major operations
with s force of less than two "fronts”. At least three weeks
of preparstion are required for the storage of armnition,
fuel snd the reorganisstion of units into formstions of that
siss. During this long period of preparations the entire
disposition will be of s defensive nature. The POs will
sdvance and reorganise for defense in expectation of a poo=
sible assault dy the enexy. This transition to defense is
carried out in the following stages:

8. The POs of the genersl army group (Obshchays Voiskovaya
Armys) lesp-frog into a position in fromt of the srmored
army and take over the first line,

be After refuelling, the srmored army moves to approximately
100 lom. behind the front line.

c. Four mmored infantry divisions (eaeh division consisting
of one tank brigsde ancd three armored infantry brigades
plus one tank battalion per infantry brigade) deploy on
& width of 100 km,

de The reorganizstion order of the "front" will be given in
a general manner only, such 3s: with effect fromececcocs
d8YseceeeshOUlseescee s Until dat@eeses shOUPssececthe army
vill organize for defense in the following 8ectorse.....etc.
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e, Roads in the front sector will de determined and clas-
k sified as follows:
(1) Divisional approaches.
(2) Ammy spproaches - s specified road reserved for
army movement snd planning.
(3) "“Front® spprosches = a specified road reserved
for "front"™ movement and plamning.

On a sector of the abovimentioned vidth there will be at

lesst two msin axes of movement md one or two railroads.

No man's land is termed Predpolie.

Le The following is the organisstion of. the defensive layout:

8s Esch first-line division sets up a combat tesm, the
strength of a reinforced battalionj generslly the di-
visionsl reconnaissance bdsttalion plus one tank compeny
plus one engineer company. This force advances up to
50 km. from the first line and thereupon sends out
patrols moving up to 20km. in front of its main body,
1.0., altogether there will be a screen of 70 knm. in
front of the first line.

b The advance battalions in the first line send out an
infantry platoon to & distance of 2«3 km. in front of

the first line in order to form a protective soreen.

! . LR
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¢+ The entire area between the advance screen to the pro=
tective screen is patrolled by troops of the first line.
The organisation of ground for defense:

Patrols-eemeeemee
&mnﬁ

sdvance screen
...mz-a A ot bt SEPPUR
T

VAR
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Se The movement of the tank army to the r ear snd the forward

movement of the combined army 1s carried out as follows:

be

In principle this opersation is solely executed during
the hours of darimess, vhile the divisions of the second
echelon despatch elements to occupy the first line.
Since previoualy, during the pursuit, the army held a
1line of L0 Jms. width and is now being replaced by the
deployment of two divisions only two brigades will be
up front, whereas the third vill be in the second line,
80 that six armored infantry battalions will move up
during the first night. Each division will move up on
at least two axes. The speed of advance at night will
be 1S kphe During the same night, part of the rear
olements of the tank army will move to the rear and

the major part of the artillery of the first-line
divisions will move up.

The change~over of the supporting first-line forces will
be carried out be retaining the relsving support forces
for one day with the force moving to the r ear in order
to make them familiasr with the layout of the terrain,
and the artillery target plan. This procedure will
incresss the confidence of the troops im the line.

ot
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¢e During the second night, the remainder of the forces
will move up.

d. Combat forces are tranported by rail only wvhen the
distance to be covered exceeds 200 kms In our specific
case, only the supporting forces will be trensported
by rail., (Notes During the S8econd World War, 18 trains
of 100 sxles each were required for transportation of
one infantry division.)

6. Vheress in the past the width of unit sectors in defense be-
tween battalions was 100 meters, it has now been increassed
to 1,000 meters because of nuclear warfare.

s, The battalion disposition is besed on three lines:
first line, second line at s distance of 200 meters
from the first line, and the third line at a distance
of 1,000 meters from the first line or 800 meters from
the second line. The first and second line are held
by two compasnies of infantry. An infantry battalion
in defense holds sn srea of 2 km, width, its fire
controlling an area of 3 lm. Area in depth controlled
by the battalion is 1.5 lm. |

i

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046700510001-7




|5 Km

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046700510001-7

25X1

olle

Disposition of a battalion in defense:
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The sbove battalion disgram is based on the calculation that
e "noainal® atadcbonbinthoionlotonnuodntmuu
pover extends over s redius of 2 kn, from point sero.
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ce A divisions)l defensive layout occupies a vidth of 12-
15 km. at a depth of 10-12 km.
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de An Ammy in defense holds a sector with s width of 30-
4O Xm. and a depth of 25 kme where the remsinder of the
army's divisions are deployed- mostly the tank divisions.
e. Width of the sector held by a *front® is 100 km. at a
depth of 100 km. In the offensive, a force of four di-
visions will be concentrated in the first line for the
penetration, with twe divisions holding the remsinder
of the front and two tank divisions as sesond echelon
forces at a depth of 25 km., The Sank army will be lo-
cated at & depth of 75 lm. The breakthrough will be

AT B -8 Y g
SR CrETEM
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plammed sccording to the following sketch:
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This plan is the accepted solution, wmless ground con-
ditions require s different spproach.

f. Dootrine requires, thet vhen defemsive dispositions -
prior to the offensive « are taken up, units will or-
ganise in sccordance with the pattemm of the subsequent
offensive, 1.e., each unit in its own sector.

7. One of the principal concepts of stomic warfare requires that
contact vith the enemy must not be lost. Should this coccur
in our case, locnl operstions with limited objectives will
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,aken with the aim of regeining contast with the enemy.
ation of the intermedisry defensbe phase vill be limited
) time recuired for refuelling, end replenishment of am-
tion. After this the advance will be resumed and positions
mupdmmrinruamribodinpuw&abon.

W effort will be made to trensport platoons to the other

side.
Untuthendof1956twormnoniebo-blinth020
Idlotons range were prescribed for a corps attack. In addi-
tion employment of atomic artillery shells (below this stand-
ard) was considered. In case of the enemy ocoupying well
fortified positions, a double sllotment of four to six 20~
kiloton bombs msy be suthorised.

In conjunction with the principal of continuous sdvance the
sbove-deseribed plsn of development must be conaidered. The
POs of the advance scresn (s reinforced recomalssance bat-
talion) will immedistely sttempt to bresk the resistance of
the enexy's sdvance force (opersting 50«70 lom. in front of
the river). Should their strength prove Mncim to
overcome the opposition, our PO forces will bo/i.afm-cod in
order to ensble them to schieve this objective 2~ days

at the latest. Anmuc-toth.pointotcontactwﬂlbo
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carried out in brigsde column, with the lesding battalions
moving in battle formation and the remainder following in

line in the Yirgsde column.

10. Data on the length of colums:

Re

be
Ce

d.

Battalion column = 5 kme on one sxis.

Brigede column - 12-15 km. on one axis.
Divisional eolumn « 120 km. on one axis,
Intervals between clements within the colwm;
(1) Between companies « 100=150 meters,

(2) Between battelions = up to 2 Im.

(3) DBetween brigeades = up to 3=k km.

(4) Between divisions = up to 56 km.

(5) Between armies - up to 20-30 km.

1l. Principles of mounting an attack:

[ P

b.

Ce

Depth of operations of s "front" is spproximately 250

lm., operations lasting spproximately 5«6 days.

Under nuclear warfare conditions the width of a divisionsl
sector during sn offensive amounts to 6 km. (es compared
with a width of 1-2 km. under conventional warfare cone-
ditions).

In order to achieve a breakthrough, mechanised infantry
and armored infantyy divisions must be employed to pene-
trate the tactical depth, This latter tem signifies
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an ares vhere the enemy has prepared a defensive layout.
In the mejority of operstions this will smount to the
divisional depth of the first echelon divisions (i.e.,
under current conditions the tactical depth will be 15
. )e

The tank srmy will be employed only after the mctical
depth of the enemy has been penetrated in order to ad-
vance towsrds the objective and for operetions within
the operstional depth of the enemy. The enemy's resistence
to this penetration of his operationsl depth vill take
the form of committing his reserves or serial bombard-
nente Our forces, howsver, have attained freedom ot
maneuver (capability of outflanking the enemy); opera-
tions against a fertified positiom which cannot be out-
flanked should not be undertaken.

As a rule an attack will not be directed against an
entire front line but a suitable sector for the break=
through will be selected to be used as a pivotepoint.
The width of the breach must de sufficient to allow for
the tank srwy to be pushed forward and advance to a
depth of 50«60 lm, &t one thrust.
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In order to permit the advance of the tenk anmgy, the

vidth of the breach must be at least 20 km. (this pre-

supposes entering the breasch with two armored divisions

in the first line and two in the second line; or three

armored divisions in the first line and one in the sec-

ond line). This caloulation is based upon the following

considerstions:

(1)‘ Sixteen kilometers are required for the intreduction
of the tank s my. |

(2) Two kilometers are required at esch flank of the
breach, in order to ensble the armor to operate
outside the range of the enemy's sntitank guns and
to prevent its outflanking until exit from the
tacticsl depth is secured.

Atmmuothuthmmmww:di-

vision is cap sble of holding a fromt of at least 12-

15 lme during the course of the offensive (the division

nay ocoupy defensive positions or constitute part of

the secondary effort)es Such 2 layout ie in accord with

the prinoiple of economy of foree,

Peantration of the present layout requires the eployment

of four divisions (eonsSituting & dresch of 2l km. width)
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and for this purpose the following solutions may prove

sosepisdle:
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When command over the breakthrough is given solely to
one oombined army which is reinforced by two divisions
and mwm the second combined army, the two
tank divisions of combined armies will again be in the
second line.

i. Inevery solution the tank army will be positioned in
such &8 menner 88 to ensble it to traverse the tactical
depth of the enemy immediately after the conclusion of
the operstion during the first night.

e T

PN 11,
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The sector to be bresched and with it the pivot point,

will be determined in sccordance with the following

considerations:

(1) Task of the forces availstle including morale, ore
genisstion, quantity snd quality.

(2) The enemy snd his deploymemnt - including the layout
of the terrain.

(3) Nsture of terrsin - cbstacles, traversability.

(k) Tme 2t your disposal.

(5) logistical problems.

For breskthrough, tanks belonging to all the units of

the first snd seoond lines should be used, but not those

of the second echelon of the "fromt" which is to be re-

served for repid advance. This is motivated by the con=

siderstion thet in bresking through an enemy disposition

(until the tacticsl depth is resched) losses will be in-

curreds but, whereas loss of momentum at this phase 18

permissible for second 14ne units which do not have to

exploit the success, the tank sywy must execute its

thrust at full strength.

Orgenisation of & combined army (Obshchaya Vojskavajs

Armia) includes eight or nine divisions, consisting of
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two=thirds mechanised infantry and one~third armored
infentry or tanks.

There exists the poasibility of putting together one

or more combat tesms whose task will be to advance at
army level more repidly then the remainder of the force.
This tesm will be termed "Armeysksya Podvishnays Grupa",
At "fwnt"level, it will be termed "Frontovaya Podvishasya
OGrupe®, Within these tesms, the percentage of ank for-
mations 1s relatively high,

Another solution which is favored by the Soviets for
breaching the frontal sectors is as follows:

This mesns cerrying out a breakthrowgh in conjunction
with the subsidiary encirclement of part of the enemy's
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defensive disposition in order to protect the flanks of
the foree bresking out. ‘
12, Support in sttsck.

s. Preparstions snd serial support: Following are the mio=
sions of the sir army, generally placed under the command
of the front headquarters in order of priority:

(1) loesl sir speriority is atteined by nmmericsl
superiority, destruction of the enemy flying po~
tential especially by incspacitating his pilots,
bombardaent of airfields and destruction of convoys
and treains carrying supplies to the theater of opers-
tione.

(2) Under sertain ciroumstances destruction of enemy
stersge dumps of nuclear arms will be given top
priority.

(3) Immediste preparstion will be carried out (in con~
Junction with preparstery artillery fire) from H
hour minus 90 minutes until H hour mimus 20 minutes.
On the aversge this stage of preparations will com-
mence st He60 minmutes, Included in this stage is
the harsssing of enemy ferces during the night of
D minus or even prior to this date, with the object
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of depriving them of rest for z number of nights
before commencement of the attack. The guiding
principle at this stage is that airoraft vwill de-
stroy targets located beyond the range of artillery
fire and sugnent the latter's engagement of the
main fortified positions to be breached.

Adroraft targets during the preparstory stage in
order of priority are the main artillery deploy-
ment positions, mostly st a depth of 3«6 km., com~
mand posts, and isolation of the battle field
(Isolatsys Poledays).

Close air support of tank snd infantry commences
immediately following Hehour, The type principally
employed for this purpose was the Mﬂk./(;u/tﬂ
Daring 1956 Polish military eircles considered re-
placement of the piston-engined Sturmovik by jet-
propelled airersft but they finally retained the
Sturmovik. Close seriel support is based on the
prinoiple of one squadren (10=12 aireraft) being
continuously sir<berme over the battle ares of one
division (a circle of 2 km. dismeter) in order to
neutralise enemy points of reistance, Piston-engined
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airorsft are protected by jets of the Istredbitelnsya
Avistays.

RlIEFIc LD

Co |7

Aerial support during the bdreskthrough is concen~
trated on the support of the forees carrying out
this operstion. At a later phase ~ immediately
after the breakthrough has been achieved, aerial
support will be shifted to the suppert of the
forces breaking out or executing the pursuit -
in our cass, the tank arwy.

be Alloeation of sir support!

(1) MNumber of sorties to be made is divided between the
armies in advance and airgraft will not be placed
under coomand of armies nor will any other form of
support be suthorised.

CLubikol
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A "front" is generally allotted air suppert by an
sir army of 1,000 sirecraft, composed of ten alr
divisions, This force generally consists of two
sir divisions of close support bombers, four alr
divisions of Sturmoviks snd four air divisions of
Interceptor sircraft.

Allocations for the four divisions (LOO aircraft)
of Sturmoviks cn/g:;r or five sorties per day,
opersting for spproximstely 20 minutes over a radius
of 2 Kilometers, For a breskthrough of a width
of 16 km. minimum requirements asre for eight
squedrons opersting simultanecusly, 1.e., 8o
sircraft at a time.

c. Support by nuclear wesponst

(6

(2)

Preparstory support by muclear weapons begins to-
gether with the artillery preparstion, not later
than 60 minutes before Huhour.

An army vill norsally be allocated approxinately
10 atomic bombs (in the 20-kiloton range or less),
six or seven of which will be employed during the
prwmtmph.uﬁuothmorfmrwulbchold
for use ageinst enemy counterstiacks.
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de Artillery supports

(1)

(2)

For the neutralisstion and destruction of s well
dugein enemy, & repid 20-minute barrsge dy all
guns is reguired sccording to doctrine. If a
sufficient mmber of guns is available this fire

is laid down et one time. If not, the fire is

laid down graduslly and by bounds. Improvements

in earth-works, designed to withstand atomic blasts
require a grester fire volume or &n increesed rste
of fire. The Soviets solved this problem by ine
oressing the caliber of guns, thersty increasing
the smount of explosive.

The timetable of artillery support consists of
artillery preparstion, asssult suppert for infentry
and tanks to a depth of 3-f kilometers in the direc-
tion of the main effort (gemerelly, this phase +1ll
be executed by & moving artillery barrege, either
single or doudble), and support of advance in the
depth of the enemy disposition. The preparstory
phese of artillery fire is oconcluded by extremely
heavy fire on the first line trenches. Hehour
signifies the termination of the artillery prepara-
tion, fodlowed immedistely bLy the asssult of ine
fantry and tanks on the first line trenmches.

1
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(3) The ares of enemy defenses is divided by parallel
lines spaced at 100 meter intervals. X line psassing
over an enexy entrenchment is termed a main line
vhereas & line covering an wnoccupied area is imown
as & subsidiary line.

Enemy dattalion defense pesitions.

P g A e
S — —~— - \ . eneny defense
positions
— — - — — - - —— — -t —
< gt e
T s S T, —————
—— e R e —— & main line
e ——— — — = —
b - - —- - — - - , secondary line
- —— o e -~ m—— an— - o~ evesnnd
— - — ——— — = —_— -t
| e —— o — “— ——anu S
ssrtme st # S
\_.._...-r-’- al e _wm”"‘“""w%,
—_— — — - = —_ —

The reason for the interval of 100 meters between
the fire lines stems from the fact that esch tum
of the elevating knob equals 1 Joo, corresponding
to 2 100-meter incresse of renge. A mobile socreen
cmdmmmhmofwmmm:m
to & secondary line snd onwards in the direetion of
sxrov. (Showm in diegram sbove.)
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(L) Firing procedure on & main line proceeds at the
maximal rate of all guns, during eight to ten
minutes. Fire is not advanced beyond the main
line unless by order of the supported forces,
Fire on @ secondsry line is laid down at helf the
rate of fire of the guns, during two or three
ninutes. Fire on & secondary line is moved muto-

| netically without requiring sn order by the sup-
ported force.

(S) The term "double screen" is employed when an artil-
lery group laye down its fire comewrrently on two
lines. This barrage requires double the number of
guns and an increass of 50 pereent in smsmunition.
The first part of the artillery operates as usual
and provides 2 single moving screen. The remsinder
of the artillery force engzages solely the main lines,

3 slwvays selecting the next nein line. Towards the

! end of 1956, the introduction of a triple screem
was being oonsidered.

(6) A=msunition requirements: For artillery support
during all phun of the offensive, particularly
on Deday, & mn. supply of 3~3.5 units of ssmmni-
tion per gun must be stored near the gun emplscements.
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Battle supply of 81 mm. caliber - 120 shells,
Battle supply of 122 mm. caliber - 80 shells.
Battle supply of 152 mm. caliber - 60 shells.

During sn artillery bombardment, 21l barrels are
firing including those simed by direct laying (in-
cluding tank guns), for 5-10 minutes.

A complete moving » rtillery screen is not mandatory
along the entire length of the frontal secter; gen-
m,m,mmmmmotmrmtu
bombarded, in order to prevent the enemy from guessing
the direction of the main effort. A complete moving
screen is obligatory in the direstions of the main
and subsidiary efforts.

Objectives previously engsged by stomic weapons will
not be shelled by artillery.

In order to lay down an ordinery moving barrage to
s depth of 34 km. during the artillery preparation
220 pieces sre required (including 81 mm. wortars)
per kilometer of frontage. In the event of atomic
wespons being employed, this norm will decresse.

In order to obdsin the recuired ooncentrations, ss
mentioned sbove, all organic supporting artillery
of second line units as well as the second echelon
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will be employed. (In cur specific case, the organic

srtillery of the tank army will also be brought for-
ward for this purpose.) When the tenk army will
sdvance after conclusion of the assault support
phese, it will be rejoined by its orgenic srtillery.

13. Actions prior to the sttsck:

b.
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E-hour signifies the moment of ssssult of the first line
of the enemy's trenches by tanks and infantry.
During the night preceding the asssult, reconnai ssance
will be earried out slong the entire front. (In case
of the asssult being mounmted during dsylight hours, re-
connaissence vill be msde st dawn.) Such recomsissance
will be of an offensive charscter. In esch divisional
sector it will be cerried out by 8 force corresponding
to a reinforced battalion task force, supported by two
or three field srtillery basttealions. Ouns will fire
in this case from secondary positions only snd not from
positions reserved for the support of first line units.
This reconnsisssngce foree is commended from the resr by
the divisionsl commander. The tasks of this combat re-
conneissance ere 8s follows:
(1) To find out whether the enemy has retreated or
thimned-out his disposition (one of the lessons
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from the Germsn method of mobile defmse in World
Var IX.

(2) To obtain the latest informatiom on the enemy layout
end the location of his supporting arms (including
the capture of prisoners).

(3) To occupy dominating ground on the line of contact.

c. Fngineering preparsations prior to contaet:

(1) The breaching of enemy minefields will be carried
out during the night preceding D-dsy, generally
by silent means.

(2) For each platoon of the first wave, a lane through
the minefield must be prepsred. On one kilometer of
frontage at lesast eight to ten 2anes are made., Width
of & lsne for infantry is 6 meters, for tanks 10
neters.

1. River crossing problems:

2. Vhen planning sn operation vhose final objective is lo-
cated 5~7 km, from a river, fulfilment of the mission
includes the establishment of a bridgehesd on the other
side of the river. This latter task is sllotted to the
POs.
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b. Means of crossing a river:

(1) Amphiddous tanks, which will be found in the first
wave of the armored units,

(2) Bosts (wood or rubber) in the engineer companies.

(3) The divisional engineer battalion includes = DLP
company (Derevyany Lickhky Park). An infantry
division was capable of constructing a pontoon
bridge of 50 meters length.

() Included in the framework of armies are brigades
of engineers (Reserv Clavnovo Komandovanis - ROK)
holding pontoons of various types, sesh as NZP and
TPP (heavy). Esch brigade holds 30 pontoons, suf-
fieiant for the construsction of & bridge of 300
meters length.

(5) At one time s corps of armored infantry maintained
one=-third of such » pontoon park (a pontoon bridge
100 meters long). After the disbandwment of corps,
this equipment was transferred to the tank divisions.

(6) Inaddition to the above thers was a tendency to
oquip armies with samphibious units,

¢. The main difference between sn ordinsry attack and an
attsck including 2 river crossing lies in the fact, that
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in the first csse the entire first echelon may be com-

nitted st once, Mna/:‘rim crossing it will be

divided as follows:

(1) The first or assault wave, in the strength of one
compsny of each battalion of the first line, whose
tagk is the occupation of the opposite river bank
and to prevent the enexy from laying down flate
trajectory fire on the river. The crossing will
be made by the assault wave during the night pre-
ceding H=hour or thu-in; the day. In the latter
case a8 smoke screen will de lsid, vhose width will
extéeed thet of the crossing proper. This weve will
eross to the other bank in vessels of various de-
scription (rew bosts, bosts pulled by cikie or motor
boats). Fach crossing as descrided sbove will de
carried out at the miniwm width of 3 km,

(2) The remaining one-third of the battalion will oross
over in the returning boats, thereby enlarging the
bridgehead perimter, whereupon boats will return
once mMore.

(3) At the same time construction of & pentoon bridge
will be started in order to facilitate the passage
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of tanks. In each divisional sector there will be
at least one pontoon bridge. The army will have a
separsate dbridge.

After the second wave has crossed, mtitank guns
will be ferried across on floating pontoons (the
importance of this has diminished with the iszsue
of recoilless rifles to infantry dattalions). The
principle is, thst each offemnsive defensive layout
requires 2 strong sntitank disposition.
Imnediately after completion of the pontoon bridges
special gun-boats will begin to operste up-stremm
wvith a view of destroying flosting mines.

Transfer of & dlvision of the first line, in our
case, will require 2l hours at least.

The crossing of the tenk army will commence at H
plus 36 hoursy it will require four divisional
bridges plus one army bridge plus one "front"
bridge.

The number of radio sets will be incressed by SO
percent in the event of a river crossing. The
reagon for this is, that a special net is set up
for the "front" (cosmanding) engineer officer, who
is in charge of the technical aspects of bridge
construction.
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15. Time table for operations in our casel
a. Transfer of the first wvaves will require one or two hours.
b. Bresching the enemy's layout ot tacticsl depth vill re-
quire eight to ten hours, st the rate of 1-1.5 kph.
ce The tenk army will begin river crossing at H plus 36
hours.
16. Combat methods after river crossing:
a. As previcusly described, esch wave occupies 2 bridge=-
head which is despened by consecutive waves until the

entire force of the first echelon is located within
the bridgehead,
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Imeedistely upon enlargement of the bridgehead, all
sntitsnk weapons are moved to the other bank where they
wvill be poeitioned st the flanks in order to prevent
attacks by tanks and eliminstion of the bridgehead from
the flanks.

Within the brigado sectOr. of the defensive layout at
the bridgehead, the thix;d" battalion, comstituting the
second echelon, will de deployed st a depth of 3«4 km,
le mch & dbridgehead is wulnereble to nuclear attacks,
the tank army will be deployed for a forward thrust
vhen no signs of an enemy sttack are evident.
liquidation of the operstionsl reserves of the enemy is
the task of the tank army. However, it will engage them
only in the event that these reserves deny sttainment
of the objective. Otherwise the tank army will advance
rapidly to achiew the mission by way of maneuver and
wvill avoid unnecessary combat,

25X1
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f. [Employment of air-borne troops:

(1) Parstroops will be employed solely within the
operstional depth and will not be dropped on
the fortified tactical disposition of the enemy.

(2) Paratroops will be dropped on locations vhere a
linkeup may be effected within 2 hours at the
1atest, |

(3) e implication is that a paratroop division
lecks the atrength and the quality of the stand-
axd infantry division, with a resultant temporel
limitation of its power to hold a position.
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COURTRY » USSR

SUBJECT Soviet Military Tactics: Movement to Contact
and Quick Attack

The Problem:

1., Enemy lgrout of one infantyy division is deployed over
an 80 km front surrounded by natursl and artificial
obstacles. The enmmy holds one tank division in reserve.

2. Our foroes, i.e., Soviet, congist of the Combined Armys
8. Three armored infantry divisions
be One tank division

3. Distance between the two forces iz 60 Xn.

The Objective:
To pase through no man's land (60 km), possessing no
exact information concerning the enemy layout.

SECRET
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Hovemant to Comtset

1.

2.

At a distance of 60 km from the enemy, knowledge of his presence
in the srea may be tasken for granted. On the other hand,
intelligence may have no indications of the enemy's sirength,
his exact layout, or of the nsture of his deployment.

It may be assuned thst on a frontsl secotr with a breadth

of B0 km there exist at least three main axes of advance,

or six sxes, each divigion sdvancing on two axes in regimental

columns.

There exist two possibilities of movement to contact in accord-

snce with conditions prevailing at the front:

a. In the event of the Soviet forces being in pursuit and the
enemy in retrest, the tank division will advance in the
center with two mmwored infantry divisions at its flanks
the third srwored infantry division will be at the second
schelon, st the resr of the tank division.

< YOoKM - -y
20 2 o, ~
A "‘5"&'""‘: : ;
=1 ‘ (=] | L= | =
et

.. .
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be In the event of the situation being static and the Soviet
forces paseing a sero line in order to advance (movement
of foroes into ensmy tearritory), the three armored infantry
divigions will move in the first echelon, e=ch division on
two axes of sdvence, and the srmored division will move in
the rear of the center aymored infantry division, (Allow-
ance must be made for the fact that, owing to the lack of
maps, no linitations of the terrain have been considered.)
Le In any event, the advance will proceed in such a way that the
reconnaissance unite will move in front of the main body up to
a distance of 50 kmj each divigion will be preceded by a
recornaissance battalion, reinforced according to circumstances.
The farce proper will advance as follows:
a8+« The first battalion will move in combat formations.
be The remainder of the faroe will move in files.
Agssult on ap Obstacde
S. Sinoe in this case the army commander's objective is to move
forward to a distance of 100 km in a osrtain direction,
without exact intelligenos infarmstion, the commander of the
advance echelon, after sssessing the situstion (battslion
and regiment) will formulate his plane and attack at once.
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If the atteck fails, the divigional cosmander will carry out
an attack in order to determine the dividing line between the
enemy units. Mdmmwmmyﬁwﬁn
wgmmmmmumwmvmmm
wvith ite mission,

If this attack also feils, the sarmy ocommander will formulate
his plan and sttack at onve. A quick attack by an army
consisting of four to seven divisions should not require
more than five or six hours in the preparatory stage.

A planned attack will be mounted only if the quick attack of
the arwy also fails and it becomes apperent that the enmmy
ocouples fortified defensive positions. In this case the
time table will be as described above.

With regard to timing calculations, it is possible to make
preparations for a quick attack by an ammy in such a short
time beosuse of the existence of a standing operational
procedure which is adapted to such an exigensy. 7he
reconnaissance groups, for instance, at all levels, will

be organised in such a mamner ae to include at the sme
tine the orders groups.
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10. The principles of attack, as stated sbove, will also apply in
case of a quick attack by divisions, each division in its own
sector attempting to establish a pivot point to breach the
ensmy lines, and the same spplying to the ammy. Generally,
the entire length of the front will not be attacked by
dispersed forces.

Enamy Reserves

11. If the enemy reinforcee his troops by employing his reserves
(his armored division), the entire srmy will be committed to
breach the enemy layout, tanks or tank destroyers being
allotted the task of creating antitank barriers.

SECRET
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COUNIRY s USSR
SUBJECTs Boviet Military Tactics: River Defense

1. All vranks, from the individual soldier to the division, are
trained to emphasise aggressiveness in all kinds of combat,
Aggressivensss in defense is expressed in the form of counter-
attacks. Counterattacks, however, may be carried out only
on suthorigation from the superior headquarters, and this

SECRET
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rule spplies up to and including the division. The reason

for this is that units up to the divisional level are capable

of executing only tactical countersttacks, which may prove
undesirable. For example, in the event that the enemy bresks
through the two main lines, the subordinate commander may
decide to close the breaches, thereby completaly exposing the
third line snd ensdbling the enmmy to penetrate it more easily,

2. Defense around a river obstacle is based on the following
principlest

a. First line - a chain of dominant ground features from which
flat trajectory fire may be directed at the opposite bank,
the river itself and our bank,

b, Line of advanced positions will not be on the river bank,
but at a distance of 500-600 meters from it, depending on
topogrephical factors. This distance will constitute the
killing ground of light machine guns in conjunction with
mediom machine guns.

¢. The entire force must be deployed bshind the obstacle
(river) in sueh a msnner that the enemy will be prevented
from carrying out landings or crossings. In the event

~ SECRET
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the enmmy succeeds in so doing, he must be repulsed by
the introduction of all forecs of the second lines or
echelons into the first lines. The tank divigion also
may be deployed in the first line if sufficient other
foross for the defense sre not availsble,l

d, As defense against river crossings, special forces are
set up whose task is the destruction of the enemy river-
crossing potential (Protivdesantny Reserv). In our case
this foroe will be composed of three antitank artillery
regiments.

3. On open (exposed) ground a division will oceupy a frontal
seqdthr 15 km wide and 12 km deep. Armor will be positioned
behind the center of the front, st a distance of 35-40 km
from the river bank. Mechanised or mrmored infantry divisions
of the second 1ine will be positionsd st a distance of 20-25 km
from the first line. The exact location of the second echelon
force will be determined in accordance with the avallable
road-net and the natural cover offered by the ground,

ke In case the enemy does not hold the far river bank, or retreats

SECRET
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after an unsuccessful attempt to cross the river, the disposi-

tion of troops will be as follows:

a. From each first line armored infantry division, a
battalion combat team, reinforced by tanks, will be
sent forward to a distance of 10-12 lm, The tasks
of these units are:

(1) To force the enmmy to deploy and fight,

(2) To fight a withdrswal battle. (It is for this resson
that they are reinforced by armor.) During the
withdrawal of ths mwmored infantry, tanks will lay
mobile mmbushes.

be One or two tank battalions will be placed between the
battalion and the river.

e At least two bridges will be maintained soross the river
and bridgeheads will be held by forces up to regimental
strength. The task of the bridges’' protection force is
to prewent their capture by paratroops, partisans (demoli-
tion), or even the psnetration of fast enemy armor. All
other bridges will be blewn up and a pontoon reserve will

D
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be maintained on the other bank of the river in order to
erect an improvised pontoon bridge, if required.

4. Divisional reconnaissance bdattalions will operate in front
of the battalion ocombat teams, up to a distance of SO lm,
in order to form s screen. The tasks of the screen are:
(1) To report informstion on the strength of the enemy and

direction of the main effort,
(2) To foroe the enmmy to deploy. and fight.

e. BShould the battle on the snemy bank be inconclusive, no
foroes will be drawn from the main defense line (Peredny

Kray Obokony) to repulee enemy attacks,
Main 1line of

resistance —_— e e e e e 4 e

_ l/\ /5 o)

Reserve pontoons 7
in case of a= U U
emergency

® @
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5. Support in Defense
a. Responsibility of organising support in defense:

(1)

(2)

At battalion level the commanding officer is responsible
for planning battalion fire. Hs aleso checks the location
of sach wespon, particularly of the medium machine guns,
including their field of fire,

At regimental level, the regimental commander organizes
and is responsible for high trajectory fire. Actual
execution, however, rests with the regiment artillery
group commander (Komanduishche Artilerisiy Orupe),
including the medium and field artillery, and all

82 wn mortars. The artillery commander of the regiment
(Nashalnik Artilerii Polks) is responsible for the

flat trajectory fire, inoluding antitank defense. (The
regiment sector is termed "Uchastok®) Supporting the
regiment in defense is the artillery regiment (two or
three field artillery battalions) of which two or three
batteries may be allotted as gensral support to an
armored infantey battalion.

SECRET
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(3) At the divisional level, flat trajectory fire is planned
and controlled by the commander of the divisional
artillery group (Nechalnik Artilerii Divisii) and en
the field proper by the operations officer (Nachalnik
Operativno Otdela). High-trajectory fire is the
responsibility of the KDAG (Komanduishchi Divigii
Artileriskiy Orupe). If, as may frequently ocour, the
divigion is allocated support of less than two
artillery regiments, it will be under orders of the
artillery group ocommandes.

b, Categories of defensive fire:

(1) Linemr fire, This is fire laid down in front of the
Soviet positions. In case of well dug-in troops, the
safety rangs will be 100 meters; otherwise the
safsty range will be 200 metars. All weapons are laid
on these lines, unless employed on other fire tasks.
The purpose of linear fire is to prevent the enemy
from attacking the forward positions, i.,e., danger fire.
It is called down by special code and will be applied

SECRET
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at the maximum firing rate of all weapons. A group of
122 mm howitgers is allotted a line of 300 meters (in
view of the fact that the destruction radius of a
shell is 25 metars), whereas 120 mm heavy mortars are
allotted a 1line of 500 meters (the destruction radius
of a bomb being LS meters). The accepted calcul ation
for the planning of a divisiocnal sector in defense
(division of the first echelon) is 25 pieces per
kilometer of frontsge; this caloulation includes

82 mn and 120 mm mortars, artillery of all echelons,
as well as antitank guns, Organic artillery of the
seocond echelon will not be taken into consideration
for this purpose. Tanks are not included as they are
principally regarded as asssult weapons and not as

a static fire power.

Danger fire (Nepodvishnoy Zagraditelny Ogon; NZO), laid
down as a rule by the entire battalion, According to
calculations s 122 mm battery covers an area of six
hectares, at s safety range of 300-400 m, Time of

SECRET
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operation is two minutes at rapid rate snd three
nimtes at slow rate (sometimes termed 20).

(3) Defensive fire (Podvoghnoy Zagraditelny Ogoni; PZ0)
is a barrage moving to the resr, beginning at spproxi.
nately three km from the front line and shifting by
bounds of 300-500 meters; its task is to isolate tanks
from infantry.

(L) Herassing fire (Dalneys Ognovoy Hapadeny; DON).

Medium and heavy artillery (122 mm guns, 152 mm guns
and howitzers) hit selected targets.

(5) Disruptive (?) fire Nepos Redstvenye Ogoni; NO) is
applied by direoct lsying snd employed for the breaking-
up of enemy attacks,.

(6) Counterattack fire by Soviet forces will be laid down
by battalion concentrations. A barrage will seldom be
used.

(7) Preparatory counter-battery fire (Protiv Artileriskaya
Podgotovka) is preventive fire against enemy artillery
attacks. It is planned to be laid down, immediately

RET
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prior to the enemy's artillery preparation, cn a |
narrow sone and on the assumed enemy asssnlt disposition,
There also exist alternative plans which do not allow,
however, for major changes to be introduced. Such fire
will only be plamned for the layout of one of the divi-
sions employed in the main effort. Calculations call
for 100 pisces per kilometer of frontage for 30 minutes. ‘
Planning responsibility for this type of fire rests with
the army commander. Firing is only from secondary and
adjacent positions., Execution is by all artillery
groups located in this direction (divisional, smmy, and
"Front®).

¢. Engineering support in defense:

(1) Each first-line division will be reinforoed by engineer |
troops whose tasks are to lay mine fields and conduct |
enginesring reconnaissance. The latter task will be a
major one if thers is 2 river obstacle behind which a
defensive layout is planned. Specifically the tasks
of the engineering reconnaissance are as follows:

(a) To become familisr with the nature of the river
and its fords.

SECRET
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(b) To conduct intelligence reconnaissance: reconnaissance
and observation of obstacles. This reconnaissance
will also set up independent observation posts in
order to collect information on enemy preparations
with regard to the type of pontoon or other types
of bridges whioch will be constructed and where;
which types of mines are used, etc,

(2) Mines

(a) The object of a mine field is to prevent the enemy
from penetrating the perimeter. Mins fields are
differentiated according to the type of mine, i.e.,
an antitank mine field, an anti.personnel mine field,
or a field with both types of mines. Mine fields
are also differentiated according to phases of
alerts |

Alert I ~ Mine field is completely ready,
(Gotowvnost) canouflaged in front of dsfense
line as well as inside the
defense perimetar,
Alert II « Hdes for mines are dug and the
mines are placedwith detonators
beside them.

Alert 111 - Mines are dumped in the area to
be mined and holes are dug,

SECRET
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Mines will be laid in a mmber of rows, never less
than ten. The norm for laying a mine field: one
enginesr platoon (?) lays one square kilometer in
five hours.

In a divisional defense seotor, 3000 mines per
ons km of frontage are laid, st an average depth
of 100 meters (approximately four rows). Antitank
mines are laid at a distance of five meters from
each other, with anti-personnel mines in the gaps
between them,

When the area is organiged for defense, mine-
laying is given top priority.(Raboty Pervoy
Koleynosty ).

First priority assigmment sre carried out by the firste

line division, supported by two engineer battalions for

five or six days, and by motor transport (MT). (This is
true on the average ground encountered in Poland and

the Ukraime,) Such assigmments are carried out in the
following order:

CEPRETY
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(a) Clearing of firing lanes

(b) Minefields

(¢) Barbed wire fences

(d) Dug-outs (individual and platoons)

(e) Observation posts

(k) Second priority assigments (Raboty Vtoroi Koleymosty)
are carried cut in the following order:

(a) Commnication trenches

(b) Mining in depth

(¢) Command posts for all echelons

Note: Up tq and including, the battalion level,

observation posts are identical with ocemand
posts,
(5) Cemouflage:

(a) Tactical camouflage (Takticheyskaya Maskirovia),
which ia carried out st all levels, from the
individual soldier up to the unit level.

(b) Operational camouflage (Operativnaya Maskirovka)
or deception (Desinformatsya). Deception plans

° | SECRET
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are prepared at army level, at the minimum., They
ars prepared by the axmy operations offiocex
together with the commander of engineers of the
army and coordinated with the exsouting troope.
There exist dummy columns (Semokhodniye Voyska)
adapted to mobile operational troops. All deception
plans are coordinsted with the Military Transporta-
tion Department (Voyenniyye Soobshcheniya; VOSO),
wvhich includes railroads and inland waterways.
6, Positions of Commanders and Hesdquarters
s, The battalion: the dbattalion cormander, together with the
forward command group which includes the commander of artillery
allotted for support, are at one point which constitutes both
command and observation post.
be. The regiment: in dafense, the regimental commander will be
positioned 1.5 « 2 im from the first line. Ordinarily he 1s
not permitted to be in the first line; however, in the event
that direct participation of the commander is essential to
success, then he may move to the first line. The observation

SECRET
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post of the regimental commander must be suitable in respect

to the followings

(1) It must ensble him to be located in the direction of
his main effort (during an attack: one km from the line
of contast).

(2) It must be loosted nesr the regiment reserve (the
battalion and other elementa of regiment second
schelon).

(3) The ocommsnder of the artillery tesm must be within
trailing distance,

(h) It must afford visual observation of the battlefield.
A command post will always be located within the
perimetear of the second schelon battalion.

¢s The division:

(1) During an attack the divisional camander will be
positioned at a distance of two km from the line
of contact,

(2) In defense, the divisional cormander will have a main
observation point on vital ground, spproximately two -
2,5 km from the first line of defense. The commander

g
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of the divisional artillery group will be in the
irmmediate vicinity of the divisional commender,
either within hailing distancs, or st the same
observation point.
(3) The cosmand post is located in the second echelon
with the divisionsl reserve.
d. The Army and "Front"
Arms and "Front" commanders have observation pointe prepared
in sdvance or use thoss of divisional commanders. These
observation points will genaraliy be ococoupied during the
decisive stages of the battle; in an attack, mainly at the
beginning of the assault or during the repuleing of a
counterattack; in defense, during a counterattack by Soviet
forees., The srwmy cosmander will stay at these obgervation
posts together with his staff, The command posts are
located in the second schelon of the army or "Front",
7. Division Klements in Defense:
a. First echelon units.
b, Seocond echelon units or general reserve,
c. Mobile antitank reserve (Podvishnoy Protivtankovo Reserv),

SECRET
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which includes towed or self-propelled antitank guns, mostly
ons battalion of 100 mm antitank guns (12 piseces).
d. Armored reserve (Tankovy Regerv), whish will be camposed of
approximately one tank battalion (up to one tank regiment).
e. Enginser reserve (Podvishnoy Otriad Zagrsshdenya).
In defense, this oconsists of up to one engineer battalion,
also termed "mobile obstacle group®. It is composed of
asssult pioneers with a supply of APC mines. One such
engineer oompany is normally sllocated a &mmp of 2,000 -
3,000 antitank and antiepersonnel mines, and it operates

in conjunction with the mobile antitank reserve.

f. Artillery reserve (Artileriskii Reserv), which includes
one to two field artillery battalions. This reserve does
not engsge in firing during any stage of operations and
its position is well csmouflaged. Its mission is to ‘
commence operations if the enemy destroys any support

elenents by moclear attack,

‘ g. Anti-paratrocp reserve (Protivo Desantnii Ressrv). In
defense, this consists of the divisional reconnaissance
battalion, reinforced by tanks. (luring an offense,

SECRET
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no such reserve ie set up.) The Soviets do not believe
that an enemy will drop paratroops on their lines of
comnunication; should this happen they will be dealt
with by the rear services.

he Anti-river crossing reserve (Protiv Kuternaya Oborona),
composed of an antitank battalionad tank destroyers.

i. Chemical warfare reserve.

6. An oblique line of positions is laid in front of the first
line positions (Riglanaya Positsys):

<W\/’\ First line defenses

Oblique defense line

Its functions are:

a. To prevent the enemy from breaking through at the flanks.
b, To draw enemy fire at a line held thinly by Soviet troops.
The enemy will waste samuhition on this line and will
arrive in a weakened condition at the real main defense

position,

SECRET
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To form a position for mounting a counterattsek.

Communications in Defense:

be

Communications in defense will be mainly be telephone, the
lines for which will be laid underground. Radio will be
used only if the use of telephons cammunications is not
feasible.

The responsibility for establishing communications rests with
the higher echelon unit, which will set up communications
with the lower echelon (the cammnications officer and
personnel in the regiment belong to the divisional signals
battalion), and between adjacemt - units, fram left to
right. Communications with technical units are established
by the infantry to the technical unit, except for artillery
which provides commnications with infantry units formations
(personnel and equipment).

The principle of "lowering® communications, as described
above, means that in an infantry regiment, for example,

the communications officer (Nachalnik Nepravienya Sviasi),
who belongs to the divisional signals battalion, will

see to it that communication with his headquarters, i.e.,

SEGRET
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the division, will contimnue to function during all movements
of the regiment,

Storage Dumps in Defense

B

be

Ce

t

Ammnition. The objective is to push smmunition forward,
Infantry positions will receive # battle supply and at

each gun position )/L or one camplete battle supply will

be dumped, On battalion fighting echelon transport % battle
supply will be provided. On regiment fighting echelon
transport } battle supply will be provided. At the division
there will be # battle supply.

Fuel. The division will hold three battle supplies: one

on MT, one at the regiment, and one at the division,

Food supplies. There will be a total of five rations:

one combat ration with the soldier, ons ration at the
battalion kitchen, one ration at the regiment, and

two rations at the division,

Alr Support in Defense

Only the *"Front" is allotted an air army and will allocate
sorties to ammies.

SEGRET
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Lid son officer to the air force will only be at the

divisional level,

Allocation of sorties. The distribution list by priority

is as followss

(1) The major portion of sorties will be allocated for
the ocounterattack phase.

(2) Reconnaissance,

(3) Adr defenwe.

(L) According to the new tables of organisation, one
reconnaissance squadron will be included in the
tank and srmored infantry division, This, however,
was still in the planning stags.

Comment: The graduation exercise

included the defense of & river for which he was allotted
sufficient forces of arwored infantry units. Since the
terrain included ground which was impassable for ammor,
he concentrated his tanks at a distance of five to ten Jm
behind the river. The cammission awarding the degree
included, smong others, the Chief of the Polish Ueneral

SECRET
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Staff and the Soviet General Yankoveky of the "Obshchaya
Voysktovoy Komand®. The latter was displeased with the

of fered solution and, instead of awarding the informant

s "mark 5" (exosllent), he proposed to sward only a L.
Gen. Yankoveky was of the opinion that all forces should
be deployed in the first line of defense, and that a
concentration of reserves should not even be considered.
Only when the Polish Chief of the Uensrsl Staff threataned
to bring the matter to the attention of the Polish Minieter
of Defense did the gensral admit that the offered solution
was excellent and sgreed to award a "mark 5%,

SECRET
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COUNTRY USSR/Poland

SURJECTs Soviet Military Tsctice - Attack by Three Army
Oroups on & 100-Kilometer Front

ls At least two artillery divisions = one to each s rmy executing
the breskthrough « should be added to disposition of Soviet
attacking forces, There is no vacuum between the forces. All
remaining fuel is issued to motorised elements which cemtinue

the pursuit of the enewy.

Lk
e d
El
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2. Contimustion of the advance to the river is executed only by
one army which advances with three divisions. The tank division
of the genersl army (obshchaya armiya) forms the second echelon.
The arwmy contimues up to the river, where it attempts to estsb-
1ish st least two bridgehesds. (There is almost no operstion
or exercise in which the Soviet forces have advanced more than
LOO kilometers without establishing st least two bridgeheads;
in the sdvance from the Dneper to the Dom, for example, a
bridgehead was established south of Kiev.)

3. The army in pursuit is given the assigment of breasching a
river obstacle (forsirovat' reku s khods). Since only one
srmy is in pursuit, two ormies at the rear fuel up and con=-
tirue the momentum when the pursuing army is halted (becesuse
of the enemy has employed atomic weapons against the bridge-
head) snd executes quick defense (pospeshmsys oborona).

Le Prepsrations for the plamned attack of 2 fremt take at least
s fortnight. After three to four days the fromt commander
issues an operstional order and convenes a meeting of commend
groups so thst army commanders hrve two-thirds of the period
for issuing orders and practical attack preparations.

Se A mechanised division in pursult occupies a front of up to
50 kilometers, depending upon the terrsin.
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The sivance of & mechaniged division is executed on at leest
three to four axes,

Each formation or unit is given s 2} or LBehour task which
sppears in the operational order in the following form: "at
the end ofsese(day) you should resch.e..(msp reference) and
bresk through (or stsy behind) 1ine....of defense belte...
of the enemy, within the limits of....(map reference)".
motmklmunotwhyodtobrenkthroughthomlim
until a breach has been made. The calculation is thet the
tank army will advance 20 kilometers on the first day, 30 to
LO )ilometers on the second and third deys, and at least 50
Idlometers after the fourth day.

The first day’s assigoment (conditional upon the strength of
the enemy layout) includes the entire first belt or two lines
vithin the first belt of the enemy.

The seocond dey's assigmment consists of the entire second
belt or part of it.

Forced breaching of a river is executed in such a way that
the first wave of tanks cross on 60-ton pontoons. Construce
tion of a (weter level - niskovodnyy) bridge over s river
300 meters wide tekes at lesst 48 hours, snd a normal bridge
is built within the ensuing four or five days, The front
builds at least cne bridge for each division. The pontoon

SECRET
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battalion of & tank division hes a pontoon bridge 50 to 60
meters long. The bridges are partially assembled in woods
near the river sbout a week bcforg\%!;rukthmch.

Small (five-idloton) tactical stomic weapons have a destruc-
tive redius of 300 meters for tanks, 1,000 meters for troops
not in trenches, snd LOO metere for troops in trenches. A
20-kiloton atomic bomb has a destruoctive redius of LOO to
S00 meters for tanks, snd 1,500 meters for infantry not in
trenches. itomic wespons are only employed in the face of
strong resistance.

Novemant to Contact

13.

Order of movement as in the aforementioned solution: mech~
snised infantry divisions in front, only two for the f rontal
width, snd one mechanised infantry division and one tank
division as second echelon. There is & quick attack st
divisiomsl level, and the army commander allots second
echelon reserves to esch division encountering difffculties
or resistance,

Defense

1.

The defense is desed in the main on s double defense belt,
each belt of which is composed of three defense lines:

B - 1 S
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15. Tanks of infantry formations may be placed from the first
line of defense back to & maximum of one kilometer from the
front, terrain permitting.

16. A tsnk regiment has 85 temks.

17. A mechanised division has the following composition:

3. Two to three mechanised regiment, each of which is come
posed of a tenk battalion of 21 tanks.

be One medium tenk regiment which has 85 tanks.

ce One heavy tank regiment, strength unkmmn.l

18. In the mechmnised corps, which in most cases comprise three
mechanised divisions, there was a specisl heavy tank regiment
directly subordinate to corps headquarters, which had 120 to
130 tanks and heavy assault guns.

19. In the USSR, tenk divisions were subordinated to Genersl
Headquarters and were allocated or attached to each front.

Qocupation of & Town Junction

20. The tanks sttack at night or twilight, while reconnsissance
units overcore listening posts and ambushes snd try to bresk
through without stomic wespons, Field artillery bettalions

atteck enewmy gum.’

l. Source Comment: Following was the composition of heavy tank
reginante in the Polish ‘rmy: one heavy tenk (JS=2) company

~ SECRET
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with 16 tanks; one SU=100 company equipped with (10 ?) tank
destroyers; one SU-122 compsny equipped with (10 ?) gunsj
and one SU=152 compsny with 10 guns. The latter company did
not exist in all heavy brigades.

 SERA
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« Controlling and Breaching of a Passage.

Miscellaneous data on the Soviet Army has also
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Assaults on a Fortified Area
tion of t

1, The tank army (tankovaias armia) is composed of three or four
tank divisions, including suppert and services.

2. The oombined army (obshohaya voiskovaya armia) is composed of
the following:

Se

b

£.

| O

Four or five divisions of armored or mechanised
infantry.

One or two tank divisions.

One or two artillery divisions (spproximately
320 guns to the division,)

One or two antiairoraft artillery divisions,
There are two regiments to the division, with
each regiment consisting of two medium anti-
aircraft artillery battalions and one heavy
antisiroraft artillery battalion.

One heavy tank regiment.

One enginesrs regiment,

One pontoon regimsnt.

SEERET
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he Ouns atomic artillery battalion.
i. One guided wespons battalion.

Jo In gemeral suppert: One or two air divisioms.
ke In gensral support: Twemty atomic bombs of
20 kilotons (for armies operating in the

direstion of the main effert.)

3. In addition to the above, there exists the air army (vosdushnaia
arsia), which is part of the Air Force.

b Parachute divisions are not part of the fromt proper. They are
subordinate to the High Command (Glavmovo Komandovo) and are
allocated for specifie suppert missions only,

Se Nowbere doss there exist a vacum of 80 kilomsters between the
Sovist forces and the enemy., When large formations rum out of
fusl (as damonstrated in this case), replenishments are at once
brought wp to the reconnaissance unjts to enable them to con-
tinue their advante and regain contact with the enemy.

Sjtustion end Enewy Order of Babfle

6. An ensmy force, composed of thres infanmtry divisions and two
tank divisions in reserve, when deployed behind a river on &

SERRET
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front 100 kilomstars in width while smaller units and
obssrvation posts are maintained 50 to 70 kilemeters from
the river will, socording to Soviet conespts, be laid ocut
as follows: On a sector of the frontage there will be at
least two ridges, which may be held by any of the following:
a. The main force in the south,
b, Bridgesheads held by a fores corresponding to

a reinforoed armored infanmtry regiment, while

the main force is deployed on the other river

bank,
6. Bridgehead held by a forve corresponding to

two armored infantry regimsnts and one tank

battalion, with advance forces sent cut as

a screen and defense in depth on the other

river bank.

T. The defended area is eonstructed of security belts (in Polishs
paspee sloniani). All infantry units are concentrated within
the same belts, and the tank divisions occupy defensive positioms
to the resr, ready to counterattack.

Seenry
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Selution to Exercise

8., Movemsat to contacts Within the given width (and lacking maps),
immediately after refusling has been completed, forces will
advance, There will be four divisions sbreast on the entire
width: two tank divisions in the oenter, and two arwored
infantry divisions advancing om the flanks, Each division
will move along two main axes; the lemgth of the divisional
column will therefore be approximstely 60 kilomsters, Movement
will be made in columms of regiments,and the interval between
regiments one to two hours or spproximately 15 to 30 kilometers.
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9. In the present situation, with & vasuum of 80 idlometers and
an additional space of 50 to 70 kilometers from the location
of the advance forces to the obstacle (river), the four
divisions of the point will start out at 2000 hours, and
contact with the advance forees of the enemy will be estab-
1ished at 0200 hours. According te plamming, encounter will
last from 30 to 60 mimutes and advance will be resumed in the
direction of the river., Troops will reach the river at abowt
0500 hours and will manage to establish a bridgehead.

10, Length of columnss
a. A battalion column of tanks moving along

one axis - L kilometers.
be A regimsntal columm of tanks moving along
one axis - 20 kilometers,

11. Specification of method of movemsnt to contast of the four
sdvancing divisions, by order of movement:

a. Advance guard - one tank or armored infantry
battalion.

b, Antitank reserve - one company (1«2 batteries)
of type 3U-100.

e

greneT
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¢, DBridging material - ome poutoon battalion
(ponteon bridge of 300 meters' length oaly,)

d. Engineers reserve - one company of engineers
(for the repair of roads, bridges, eteo.)

e, Tank regiments,

f. Amored infantry regiments.

The armored infantry division will mowve in such a manner that

the tank battalions of the armored infantry regiments will

move at the sase level as, or smong, the tank regiments of

the tank divisions, on their own axis of advance of course.

25X1
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Principles of Mtask

12. The foroes will advanse immediately, in the formatioms as
described above, and contact with advance elements of the
enemy vill be made by the screeming foroe. The battle which
will take place will be made by overruming, with the major
part of the foroe cemtimuing to advance, even attempting teo
outflank the enemy's foroes without fighting them. The
object is to get to the river, to either capture an ensay
bridgehead or to establish their om.

13. To carry this out, movement will be at night and all encounters
will be fought during the nighttime, until the first light of
M,uthntmbﬂdnb-dnhutmlhuwnw
across the river by 0600 hours.

. mmmwamunnsm,ad-uﬁum,na
failure, another attack will be made withinm four or five hours,
even if this requires a daylight battle and all that it implies
nmumm~mmmnotm-utm,
udwunl|d11‘hllIDNa&-¥!in'uardhnmthulofiho river vhile
attempts are made to establish & bridgehead.

'f.‘”g,t.yg\—.vv e
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| V- ShFS Y

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046700510001-7

25X1




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046700510001-7

15.

16,

17.

18,

25X1

Page 9

Timing calculations for a hasty attack by a front require

a span of 12 days. This timing is deterwined by time

required to prepare the artillery positions and that required
to range the guns, |

Preparations for a normal attack by a front require 7-l1h days,
ascording to the requirements of smunitions to be brought uwp,
the refueling, the siting of artillery, etc.
Caloulations and employment of muclear wespons: An asssult

by nuclear weapons will be delivered at a distance of S0
kilomsters, in order not to endanger its own forces. Since,

by hesty planning, battle will be fought during nighitine,

two atomic bombs will de allecated to each bresk-threugh arwy.
Three=fourths of the atomic bembe will be delivered on targets
at the tactical depth and oms-fourth will be delivered om
targets &t the operatiomal depth,
Organisation of forces for a plamned attack: The breskethrough
sector of an army is usually 15 kilometers of the frontage. The
break-through sestor of a division is usually 6 kilometers of the
fromtags. The regiment is also orgamised in depth for the assault
as follows:

SECRET
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23 . |
A division is crganised for the assault as follows: :
|
up to 6 lm. N |
Y [ ‘
Hy ) A |
xQ X |

o x | 6=8 I,

1t
v

In accord with the stated plam, the front will carry out ‘
a treak-through on a frontal ssctor of four divisions abreast,
1.0 225 kme of fromtage: |
|
\
|
25X1
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19. In the event of a preplanned assault, of the kind which requires
extensive preparations, btreakethrough will be exscuted under
the camand of fromt headquarters, axis of Lreakethrough being
in the center, A reserve or second echelon will be set up whieh
will include the tank divisions of the combined mrmies, as well
a8 an armored infantry reserve from doth of the combined armies.

20. The tank army will be located at a distance of 0 to 60 kilomsters
from the front, to be ocut of range of cosmy atomic artillery.

2. The task of the two tank divisions from the second echelon of
the fromt will be the immediste pemstration - after the break-tfhough -

SrenrT
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of the armered infantry divisions and of the flanks of the
breakethrough, since the snemy will immediately commit ite
o armored divisions to counterattack o eliminate treach.
This will be done to secure the flanks, to hold down the
two ensmy armored divisions, and to onsble the tamk army to
pass through the breach and continue to advance to the final
front objective,

22, The depth of eperations is calculated at 300 to 500 kilomsters.
Advsmos during the first day will be 25-30 kilomsters, during
the sseond and, possibly, the third day advance will be approx=
imately L0 kilometers, and during the remsinming days of the
opsration it will be 50-60 kilomsters. An operstion by an
arny lasts 6 to 8 days.

23. At sach fermation headquarters of armies and fronts, there are
three representatives of General Headquarters (GHQ), with their
staff (predstavitil stavki glavmo komandovani). The representa-
tives are for opsrations, administration, and policy and polities.
During World War II, Marshal Oeorgy Zhukov and Tolbukhin (fmm)
were among these representatiwes.

b ctie. o R

ernry
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The task of these representatives, who are gensrals and marshals,
1is to support and supervise formation commanders in the exscutinn
of their tasks. Each cperation order of the army or front must
be confirmed by the representatives, who are in direct cemtact
with the Supreme Command, 0(HQ has also attached liaison officers
(in Polish: ofiser kirunkowi) down to the divisional level, If
an army disposes of four divisions, an officer-representative

of operations is attached to each axis, A liaison offiocer may
also sppesr at the regimental lewel if an important task has
besn assigned to a certain regiment and/or faulty exscution
there weuld impede the entire operation,

There will be allocated an Alr Army, which will consist of ten
divisions of fighters and two divisions of bombers, Two wu
will be allotted during the night of advanos to comtact until the
srrival at the river and the establishment of a bridgehead; one
squadron will be permanently airborms (in Polish Zwewo-6-8 aireraft).
Planning of air support is made at fromt headquarters, Factors
influencing the plamning are the mmber of sorties allotted each
umdt or mission, the types of bembs to be carried (for example,

:
s
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500-itlogres bosbs for bridges of heavy iren construction,
100=kilogram bembs, ete.) and the types of aireraft,

27. The major part of aireraft is committed on the first day of
opsrations, A frent (in this example) will be allotted six
jot airaraft divisions and two bomber divisions, Among these
there will be one special bomber divisions for atomic bombs.
The reange of bombing aireraft is wp te 2,500 kilomsters. This
includes range to target {airfield to fromt), 700 kilomsters,
and eperationsl depth of fromt, 300 kilometers, comstituting
an operational radius of 1,000 to 1,200 kilometers, From this
allocation of six divisions of jet airoraft and two bomber
divisions, allotments will be made by the fromt as follows:
a. To Ammy I, two jet divisions and one bomber

division,
b, To Arwmy IX, ons jet divisions and one bomber
division,

c. To contimue the assault, three jet divisions,

28, The attaimmsent of air superiority over ths sector of operations
of the fromt, including the airfields serving it, ies the respon-
sibility of the froat. The sttaimment of air superiority over

m‘l

SECRET
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frout opsrations within the USSR and Satellites is the

responsibility of the Supreme Command,
29. The tasks of the Air Force are the followings

8.
be
Ce
d.
..
L.
g
he
i.

Close support.

Attack by muclear wespons,
Airfields.

Armored reserves of the enewy.
Artillery positions amd pieces,
Command and observation posts.
Communication oenters,

Roads and bridges,

Stores,

JO. Priority of missions is allocated by groups as follows:

&e
b,

d.

Alr superiority - airfields, airborns airorgft.
Destruction of reserves, - axmor, artillery, first line,
Harassmentof fortifications and earthworks (organisa-
tion of the ground,)

Command posts.

1. Plamisg of air support (in Polish: lotnicse praygotowanie
natrieia) has two phases:

SFeAEY
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Early air preparation (predvaritelnaia
podgotovka nastuplenis) employed from D
mims 3 until D wimus 1. During this
phase, aireraft attack targets and objeo-
tives at the tactical depth, particularly
airfields, tank and artillery reserves,
Immsdiste air preparations (neposredstvanaia
podgotovka nastuplenis) emplayed from H
mimus two until H ninue ons., ZThis phase is
coordinated with the artillery support
(MWN@MG),
the objective being the first line and the
first belt.

All sircraft reserves are intended against enemy reserves

ont the move,

Artillery Suppert

32, Flanning of srtillery support at the army level is made by
the comander of the arwy artillery, who is aided by his staff
of approximately twenty men,
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33. The demsity of guns on oms kilometer of the fromt, under
maclear conditions, is 120-130 guns/km, These include gums
from 76 ma. up %o 203 mm,, including mortars, During artiliery
preparations for the asttack, use of tank guns as artillery cam
be expected.

3. There is mo artillery organisation within the fremework of a
tank battalion or an armored infamtry battalion, since alloca-

tion will be by battaries or ome srtillery battalion at the most,

35, Within the regiment there is a regimental artillery grouwp

(polkovaia artilerskaia grupa) which includes lj=5 field artillery

battalions (12 guns). During 1956-1957, however, there was &
tendeney to increase the T/0 of field artillery battalioms to
18 guns, Aocording to caloulations, s field artillery battalion
covers from four %0 six hectares (approximately tem to fifteen
acres), where a battalion may be allotted four or five area
targets as abowve,

36, Vithin the division there is a separate divisional artillery
group which includes L6 field srtillery battalions, or heavy
mortars plus one rocket lawmcher battalion of 132 mm. guns
(%21 7).
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37. There is a ssparate army artillery group withia the arwy
which includes 10-12 field artillery battalioms and/or
mortars and 1-2 heavy rockst battalions., The group is
generally divided into two subgroups, which correspond to
the former corps artillery growps. A sudgroup includes 67
f10ld artillery battalions and/er mortsrs. The tesks of the
army artillery groups ars oounterbattery fire, using 122 mm,
and 152 ma. guns, and suppert of the divisional artillery,

3. M-mmhmmnarymummm
these are divided into subgroups according to the mmber of
arwies 1o the front. Nissions of additional artillery cerreepond
to those of amy artillery.

¥. Caleulations for area coverages
a. Por a fisld artillery battalion - =6 hectares

(10=15 acres). There are 12.18 guns per battalion,
be For ome battery of 120 mms heavy mortars « lw6

hectares, There are 6= mortars per battery. Thers

is one such battery in the armered infantry regimsnt,

D
e |
m"ﬁ
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0. The artillery division contains one heavy mortar regiment
of 160 ma. (30 or 36 heavy mortars.) The 160 m. heavy
mortar battery contains four mortars only. The targets
allotted to the 160 ma. heavy mertar are more importamt

objectives within the 7-8 kilometer rargse.
k1. The srtillery concentrations required for the offensive
are dram frem the artillery assembled for this purpose
from all second echelon and rear (reserve) units and brought
forvard to first echelon umits (except 82 mm. wedium mertars.)
k2. Types of artillery fire are the following:

S

be
Se
d.
..

L

Fire against targets - area coversge (Podavieni,
unichtojenti).

Destructive fire,

Harassing fire. (in Polish: Ogiensnkajasy).
Sealing off fire (Zagraditelnoi ogond).

Moving fire (Podvijimoii ogenmi),

Waving fire (Ognivei val),

3. Artillery support during attack (artilerskaia nastuplenie)
is divided into the following three phases:
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as Artillery preparation prior to the assmult,
which lasts from 20 to 30 mimutes (a maximum
of 0 minutes) before H hour. The entire
knnilnbhuunmuquinmtom
tactical depth, starting from H nimus 42, or
32, or 222, The interval of 2-i mimutes
from the termination of preparation until H
hour i3 to enable the infamtry to traverse the
ground, The phases of preparation are as follows:
(1) Preparation cosmences with an artillery
salve on all enemy artillery reserves
and the first 1line, This fire will
maintaia full volwme during the first
ninates, for a duration of 5-10 mimmtes.
(2) Por 5-10 mimtes, the major part of the
artillery is engaged in first line posie
tions. This, of eouree, dees nmot include
that portion of artillery which is allotted
counterbattery fire taska,

pevoe -
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For a duration of 5«10 mimutes, fire
by direct laying for destruction of
targets, objectives, or point targets.
Included in this fire task are 122 ma,
guns. The general method i3 to consign
one target for every twe guns (one of
which 1s held in reserve), caleulated
requiremsnts for a target to be oon-
sidered destroyed or neutralised - 15
shells,

A moving barrage (navala ogniova) (similar
to (1) sbowe), the final salve of which
is laid dom on the first line.

Artillery suppert of the assault, The final phase
of the early preparatory fire signifies comsencesent
of the second phase of the artillery support in the
asssult, This fire is laid down in two kinds of

moving barrages, single and deubles

AT

eErarT

Nl et il
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(1) During a single barrage (ordinarny val
ogniovi) a specified mmber of guns lay
down fire on the enemy mainline, after
which there is shifting to the depth
of snemy positions, secondary lires, ete,

(2) During a double barrage (dvoinoy val
ogniovi) artillery is divided into two
sections, one section engaging the first
line and the other engaging the line
behind is. Alloeations of fire sectors
and ensmy depth i» made by linear divi.
sions of 100-meter interval between lines.
Lines passing over positions are the mainline,
while all others are secondary lines., Fire
43 1aid down on the mainline aceording te
requirements, up to 10 mimtes' duration,
Fire is shifted frem the mainline by order
enly. On a secondary line, fire is laid
down sutomatically for a duration of uwp to
2 mimutes, after which it is shifted auto-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046700510001-7

25X1

25X1




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP80T00246A046700510001-7

P R,

25X1

Page 23

(3) In the event Sovist forces do mot
possess sufficient guns or amsumi-
tion or exast information as to the
ensmy layout is lacking, fire is laid
down on objestives only, without regard
te the lines, Such firing may also be
oconsidered in the event the enemy layout
is based upon dispersed positions., The
amount of fire laid-down will be at a
rate of 510 minutes per objective,
acoording to plan,

(k) Supporting artillery fire during attack
15 laid down to a depth of 2.5-3 kilo-
meters, up to the enemy's artillery
positions, Depth of fire mxy be
increased during good cbesrvation
conditions.

6. Artillery support in depth of the assault (Poderja
bola v glubens), For fighting in the enemy defended

qernr]
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ares, regimental artillery grouwps are divided
into artillery battalions allotted to infantry
battalions under command. To eath infantry
battalion there are allotted 1-2 artillery
battalions, with the regiment retaining 12
artillery battalions as reserve, The tasks
of this support include the destruction eof
points of resistance and lines in depth, the
protection of flanks, and the harasseent of
ensmy reserves. Fire is laid down for ares
coverage cnly. The safety rangs for this
support 1s L0=-50 meters.
Defense of he Enesy
kh. The deseription of organising ensmy ground im cennestion with
a planned sttask by Sovist treeps (applicable also to Soviet
«tm&wW)unm
a. The advanced line, or deseption, (predovaia
positia vidvinuta) is sited at a depth of 3-5
kilometers and resembles the main belt in its
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oonstruction, Its object is to camouflage the
main belt, This advanced line is held by
battalions drawn from the first line divisional
reserves, The line, which is set wp by order of
the Army Commander, follows an oblique course!

T~

The tactical depth is generally estimated at
25-30 kilometers, this being the depth allocated
to the first wave of the amy. (The tactical
depth was previously allocated to the corps.)
The operational depth extends from 2530 kilow
meters up to 200 kilomsters, The operational
depth of an arwy is 100-120 kilometers.

Withina the iantermal layout of the tastical
depth there are two belts, The distanoce between

P
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the two belts is 10-15 dlometers, depending
upon the terrain, The width of each belt is
S=10 kilomsters, also dspending upon the
terrain,

Within the internal layout of the operational
depth there may be one er two belts, which will
include operational lines. An operstional belt
nay be located at a distance of 90-100 kilometers
from the beginning of the tactical depth.
There is also the possibility of a cover belt
construction before the tastical depth. This
belt may be construsted st s distenve of 15-20
kilometers from the first line, depending on
the type of terrain,.

The responsibility for the exact determination
of the first line of the first belt and third
belt rests with the Army Commander.

The divisional headquarters is responsidble for
planning assaults wp to depths of 15 kilometers,

o
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the army headquarters for depths up to 100-120
kilomsters, and the fromt headquarters for
depths beyond 100-120 kilometers.

location of Command Oroups and Headquarters

kS. The regimental headquartsrs in the attack is divided into
a caomand party, an sdvance headquarters, and a rear headquarters.
The command party is loocated in the direction of the main effort,
at a depth of l=1,5 kilomsters from the front line. The advance
headquarters is loecated at the lewvel of regimsntal reserves,
the seocond echelon always being in the direction of the main
effort and not in the vicinity of the artillery positions. Om
the aversge, its dspih is J=ii kilometers from the line of
departure. The rear headquarters is located up to 10 kilometers
from the line of departure,

LS. The division is also divided into a command party, an advance
headquarters and & rear headquarters. The cammand party is
located at a depth of 1,52 kilomsters from the line of depar-
ture, at the level of the battalions of the first vave. The

T
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advanos headquarters is located at a depth of 68 kilomsters
from the lime of departurs and the rear hesdquarters up to
2 kilometers from the line of departure,

T™he command party is composed of the commanding officer, the
operations, intelligenss, engineer and signals officers, the
support commanders, the representative of adwinistration, and
the repressntative of the Air Foroe (divisional headquarters
and above,)

The sdvanes (main) headquarters is composed of the chief of
staff, the second operations effiocer, the intelligence branch,
signals, the representative of administration, staff officer "A",
and others. At the rear headquarters are all the remainder
under command of the quartermaster officer,

Qther Installations

k9.

50.

The amunition stores of the regiment are located 6-10 kilometers
from the fromt line, while thoss of the division are 20 kilometers,
i.0. at the rear headquarters level,

During attask, the casualty clearing stations of the regiment

are =6 kilomaters from the line of departure. Those of the
division are 10=12 kilometers from the line of departure,
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51, The rations and fuel stores and the workshope of the divieion
are located up to 1 kilomsters from the line of departure,.

Compynications

52, The principle of commmications is from left to right and from
top to bettem, The types of communication nets are the opera-
tional net, among the headquarters, the commanders net, to the
battalion level, and cooperational mﬁ. In addition, there are
opuuuforwrimvm,mummhtmnimm
to the antiaircraft warning centers, from which data about
enamy danger from the air is transmitted to units in the field,

Swmnition Requiressnte During Attack

53. Caloulations of ssmunition expenditure are based upom the
followings During the first day of attack, 2.3 battle
supplies are expended, while on the second and subssquent
days, l»1.5 battle supplies are expended. In regard to the
duping of ammnition, ons-half to three-fourths battle
supply will go to the gun plus battalion fighting echelon
transport, oms-fourth battle supply to the regiment, and
one=-fourth battle supply to the divisiom.
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Tood and Pes) Rgtions

Sk, Ons rstion eash is supplied to the battalion, regiment, and
division. In additiom, soldiers carry a 2hehour irem ration,

55, There is a total of two fusl rations: ome ration for vehicles
and tarks, one-fourth to ons=half for the regimeut, and one-half
te three-fourths for the divisioem,

Assa)® on & River

$6. An assault on & river is usually carried out at tarilight. The
army headquarters gives the signal for the start of sssault.
Tanks advance up to the infantry lins and both proceed to the
assault, At H hour, tanks and infantry are at the enmmy
first line trenches. Passages through ensmy mine fields are
carried out inandidbly during the night by the assault pioneers
1«2 days preceding H hour. They can also be carried out during
artillery preparation. There are also tanks equipped with
chains for breaching minefields,

57. The first assanlt weqve will mot, in most cases, enter the
enemy trenches, but will fight above them and break down the
resistance. The clearing of positions is the task of units
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of the second lins or echelom. It is taught that the first
echelon gemerally breaks through and the second echelon mops
upe

S8, ‘e regiment is allotted a first mission or mission of the day,
as well as direction of attack in depth., The division is
allotted a first mission or mission of the day and line to be
reached at end of day. The division is also allotted a secon-
dary mission., All of these missiorsare allotted in accordance

——— e ——

with the presumed enemy disposition, as shown below:

— T

- ~——— " ™ ¥V = Enemy mtz‘n;h;\-\\ Second
Division mission % ment line. > enemy

of the day g | belt

~ preanan IV - Ensxy entrenche
V ”nt lin..

X X
—~ e —<JITY . Enewy entrenche First

t:f-—-——-\_, ment 1ine, eneny

— T T 7 T belt
— \~.
-~ % s II - Enemy entrenche
First mission : - — nent line,
X
Depth of Mission =~~~ I - Enemy entrench-
— | " ment line,
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59. The depth of mission of the day for an wmmored infantry
division 18 2530 kilomsters. The tank army will emter the
bresch at an average width of 12 kilometers and at the depth
of the first belt (10-12 kilemeters). Prior to its introdue.
tion, the tank divisions of the combined ammy (obsehe volskovaya
armya) vill be put in the breach. This should be done at night,
nmnwmumrorwm&wnm&of
dam, This will bs difficult to do if the river must be
crossed at the sawe tims, since no bridge for tanks can be
constructed during the first night.

0. There is one bridge to the division. The army has two or three
independent bridges, one of whioh is a heavy bridge.

61. At the drop of a parachute regiment, two battalions are dropped
in the first wvave and two dropping points are immediately
established (one battalion to each dropping point.) Within the
battalion, companies are also organized into waves: "A" company
constitutes the first wgve and secures the dropping point, while
"B® cempany enlarges the perimeter of the point, ete.

62. Rach battalion has spproximately twenty boats for river crossing.
Campanies cross in waves, with the first companies constituting

m?m',v; > .
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the advante vaves, The task of the advance waves is to
ocoupy the river bank up to a depth of 500 meters. Boats
of the sdvance wave stay with the wave, After the advance
wave companies have arossed, the remaining companies cross
over, Their boats, however, are returned, Efforts are made
to include in the advance wave a very large quantity of
sutonatic weapons plus antitank weapons, assault pioneers,
and forward artillery observers.

63, If a river crossing proves too difficult, parachutists will
be employed in exceptional cases. The general tendsnoy ls
to avold the employment of parachutists at the tactical depth
and to conesntrate upon the operational depth, to seise
operational objectives. Parachutists are expected to bde
capsble of holding out for 24 hours, at a distance of 30
kilometers from the lins of departure.

6li. Attacks, which will last 8.9 days, will mot be interrupted.
There exists no concept of reorganization; divisions operating
in the main effort are withdrawm to the reserve for #=l day.

|
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Hovement to Contast
65. Movemsnt to contasct is made by the three armored infantry
divisions moving in the first line and the tank division
in the second line, behind the armored infantry division
in the center of the first line, Movement iz made in
columns of regiments. Each division moves aloxg at least
two axss, with protection om both {lanks,

Defense
66, The forces allocated for defense are too largs., The width

of the frontal sector of a division in the defense is 15 to
30 kilometers, depsnding upon the estimate of where the enemy
18 likely to attempt its breakethrough., In this case, the
solution is as follows:
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67. lnqmurunaialum(]u»ﬂ:ﬂnﬁhnkofnqn)ﬂmnimnam-w
will attempt to break through the disposition in the center,
the width of the frontal sector of the cemter division being,

therefore, 15 kilometers, The depth of the divisional disposi-
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oooupying and mamning defense belt No, 2. The modbile army
reserves « two tank divisions - are deployed on the flanks
of the disposition, at a distamce of 25-l0 kilometers, in
such a marmer as to ensbls them to attask any breach in the

dieposition from the flank,

68, The trenches are oblique (riglavays positia). In regard to |
the deploymest of units, a tank battalion deploys on 3-k
kilomsters, a tank regiment on 20 square kilometers, and a |
tank division on 120 square kilometers.

9. On the opposite river bank there will be a covering belt.

Patrols will be made along the entire line in this belt.
Tasks of forces holding the belt will be maintained up to
regimental level to indicate the direction of the main ensmy
effort and to impede ensmy movement.

70, There will be 10-12 atomic bombs allotted to this army. They
will be employed to break up ensmy assaults, either during the
counterbattery artillery or air preparation. An enemy will be
attacked by atomic wespons only if exact information as to the
final deployment of ensmy for the attack is available, The
timing will be H mimus 2-3. 7The means used will be artillery

eEnneY
T ‘:‘.’ s
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concentration of atomic shells, Aocording to two or three
possibilities, atomic shells are fired for 10-20 minutes. |
Support in Defemse |
7T1. The density of guns is X0 to k0 per kilometer. This includes
only thoss guns layed indirectly and not antitank guns, Anti.
tank defense layout is continued to the depth of the disposi-
tion, up to a density of 30 guns per kilometer of frontage in
the direction of the main effort. Distribution of antitank gume
in defense belt 1 will be 20 to 2L guns per kilometer. In the
i first 1ine of the first belt the density will be 10-12 guns ‘
‘ per kilometer, while in the second and third lines of the first ;
belt the density will be 15«16 guns per kilemster. The principle |
1 of antitank defense is the sstablishment of modile antitank
artillery reserves., This is done from the regiment upward,
| Within these antitank defense reserves, there are included
enginser units with a quantity of antitank mines,
72. During 1957, there appeared & tendsncy to establish an
artillery reserve under conditions of atomic warfare, of 12
artillery regiments at army level, which will be employed omly

SEeREY
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after the ensmy has employed atomic wespons, The respon-
oihmtyot siting antitank guns and medium machine guns on
the flanks rests with the battalion comander, Artillery fire
plan in the defense is prepared by the division only,
73 The following types of fire will be used in defenss:
a. Harassing fire (podvijnoy sagraditelnii ogoni).
One or two artillery battalions in the seoctor
in the direction of the ensmy main effort. Mre
is laid down from a depth of 1.5+2 kilomsters on
each 200-300-meter line, Each battalion is
allotted a sector of 200-250 meters. The rate
of fire depends upon the enemy mowvement, This
fire is laid down only wader full observatiom,
against enemy infantry and tanks,
b. Danger fire (in Polish (?) stale ogori
saporowi), which is laid down at a distance
of 200 meters from the first lime, along the
entire frontal sector, KEach battery is allotted
23 fire sectors in accordance with the fire plan,

=
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c. PFire on owm positions (sagraditelnyi ogoni),
which is to impede the emmy in the positions
of the defense for outflanking operations.
d. Concentrated fire (sosredotochemnii ogonl),
whioch is used for Lreaking up an attack and
is laid down on enemy layout ready to assault,
Although chemical shells are in existence, they will be
used only if the enewmy employs them,
Confirmation of Orders
74. It is emphasised, mainly in the defense, that every order issued
must be confirmed by the immediate superior. The regiment is
required to odtain confirmation of orders from the division.
Confirmation may also be given by the arxy.
Communications
75. Communications will be maintsined by using two channels,
either through two radios or ome radioc and one wire, Each
order must be transaitted by two channels,

ALl T
3
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Situation

76.

.

78.

A vital passage, consisting of a road and railroad, passes
through a town with small, parallel streets of an ares of
16 square kilometers (4 x L km). There exists no possibility
of outflanking the passage. This layout is held by persomnel
with previous militery service, organised within the frame-
work of reserve units and supported by artillery and medium
machine guns at the flanks,

The enemy, Russians, will have a strength of one arwored
infentry regiment, one tank battalion, and two artillery
battalions, of 13 gumns each.

Atamic shells or bombs may be requested, Passage must be
effected within four or five hours.

Solutiom

9.

An atomic strike will be delivered on the eatire town, with
point sero at the town center, One artillery battalion will
deploy and will commsnce ranging and engaging antitank guns

;‘*‘;’.ﬁ'ﬁ!-;m- .
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sited om the slopes. The tank battaliom, in conjunetion
with the tanks of the armored infantry regiment, will by-pass
the town and contime to advance toward the objective.
‘ Armored infantry will also pass through in a sinilar mammer,
| without delay in the shelled arsa, with the artillery battalions
bringing up the rear., It may also be possible for one artillery
| battalion to pass through with the tank battalion.
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Miscallaneous Data om the Sovist Ary |
Zankp in the Divisions

80, In the mechanised infantry division there are 69 tanks, which

are distridbuted as followst
a. TFive tank companies of 10 tanks sach, making |
a total of 50,
b Two SU compamies of 9 tanks destroyers each
plus ons tank destroyer of commander, making
a total of 19.

81. In the mechanised division there are 162 tanks: one mediwm
tank regimsnt with 72 tanks, ons heavy tank regiment with 60
tanks, and three tank companies in the infantry regiments with
X0 tanks.

62, The tank division has 230-2i0 tanks, inclusive of SU tank
destroyers,

Pieses in the Neshenised Division

83. There are a total of 171 pieces in the mechanised division,
distributed as followss

25X1
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a. 02 ma, medium mortarst Mine to each
infantry battalion, masking a total of
81.
be 120 mm, heavy mortars:s Six to each
infantry regiment, making a total of
18.
e 122 mm, heavy howitsers: Eighteen to
sach artillery battalion, making a total
of 72.
Fighting Strength of Units
84k, In the company there are 120 cosbat soldiers, in the battalion
there are 500, in the regiment 1,800, and in the division
9,000,
Moter Transport
8S. In the infantry company there are 7 motor transport vehicles,
in the infantry battalion there are wp to 60, and in the
infantry regiment there are up to 300.
There appeared to be a tendency in 1957 to decrease the number of
tanks and "B" wehicles in units of all echelons.

CEPBRET
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COUNTRY & USSR

SUBJECTs Soviet Military Tactics: Attack by Three
Army Croups on a 100-Kilometar Front

Flanned Attack
1. In the attack one division is allocated a frontage of
two to five km, and it deploys at a depth of three to fouwr km.

Although such a concentration invites an atomic strike, it was

SECRET
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taught that the enemy will not attack his own firet and second
line; therefore, contact with the enemy and proximity to his
1ines of defense will prevent the use of enemy atomic weapons.

2. Directly subordinate to the Front resr services camand
(in Russizn: Upravlenie Tila Frontaj in Polish: Kwater-Mistrzostwo
Frontu) there are regiments snd battslions for the collection and
safeguarding of captured materiel, Immediately upon the entry
of Hussian forces into enemy territory, these units register the
materiel properly. After inspecting the equipment, they transfer
part of it to the Fussian forces for their use; samples of modern
equipment are withheld and forwarded to technical intelligence
for inspection. If a retreat from the area is necessary, these
units are in charge of organising the evacuation of the captured
neteriel, In 1945, during World War II, the Russians parachuted
such units, together with technical intelligence officers,
behind the enemy lines in order to guard egsinst Uerman destruc-
tion of gransries in the town of Valtech., The Front rear services
cormand has such 3 department, called the "Trofeyniy Otdel"; the
command, on the strength of its assessment of the logistic

SECRET
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situation, gives the location of enemy supplies, his plants, and
the potential of the ensmy about to be attacked.

3. The Front rear services coomand has & potential exploits-
tion department (Ekeploatatsionniy Otdel) whose representatives
exploit the enemy's potential by operating those of his installe-
tions which have not been destroyed. The representativee operate
on the logistic principle that in an attack, the entire quarter-
maeter (".") branch and maintenance system should be based on
the enemy's potential and that transfer of food, fusl and other
supplies from the rear should be aveided. For the operation of
enemy plents, these representatives endeavor to mobilise the same
people who had previously worked at the plant concerned.

L. Attached to the operations order of the Front is a ™"
branch sppendix issued in the neme of the Front rear services
commander., DBefore the execution of a "Q" branck operations order,
an assesgnent iz made of the logietic situation and a "Q® branch
survey is orgsnized of the service branches subordinate to the
Front resr services comsand.

5. In an attack, the loc-tions of headquarters are as

follows:

SECRET
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a. The staff of the Front is divided into two parts:
the forward headquarters and the rear hesdquarters. In
addition there is a2 separate rear services headquarters.
b. The composition of the Front forward headquarters
is not fixed beforehand but is left to the discretion of
the individual commander,
ce The Front rear hesdquarters is the Front staff ‘
and takes charge of all units of the Front fyrom the
general staff branch aspect. :
ds The Front rear servic:s command is in charge of
the administrstive and logistie (Q) problems of the Front.
In most cases a forwsrd liaison headquarters is sent from
Front rear pervices headquarters for coordination with
Front headquarters., The Front rear services command is
not located together with the rear headquarters of the
Front in order to prsvent a large concentration of
cormanders and staffs,
e. Location of headquarters according to distances:
(1) Front forward headquarters: up to 30 km
from the front line.
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(2) Front rear headquarters: 80 - 100 knm from

the front line,
(3) Front reer services command: up to 100 km
from the front line.
f. In an exercise conducted in northern Poland in
1955, headquarters and forces were posted as follows:

(1) Forward headquarters of the Front - did not
exist,

(2) Rear headquarters of the Front - in Valteh
[poesibly Wales, N 5316, £ 16-287, 130 kn from the
front.

(3) Front rear services command -~ in Pila
(N 53-09, E 16-15), 150 lm from the front.

(L) Resr instsllstions of the Fromt « in Pila
and Bydgossos (220 lon fram the front)

(5) First Army - in Ssgesecinek (N 53.L3, E 16=42)

(6) Second Army - in Drawsko (N 53-32, E 15-4&)
and Miastiko (N S5L=00, E 16-59).

(7) Tank corps - in Bituv /poseibly Bytow, N 5Le10,
E 17-30)/

~ SECRFT
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(8) Adr Force in Pilo (Pila)
g€+ VWith regard to Army headquarters, it is not known
whether forward hesdquarters existed. Rear headquarters was
up to 15 kn from the front, and Army rear services command
was loczted up to LO lm from the front.

Movement to Contact
6. It was discovered that the commandsrs had » tendency
to leave the "Q" branch convoys behind when moving their foroes
forward., The problem cams to the fore in 1955 at the conclusion

of an exercise of movement to contact in which Fromt forces
moved on an axis from Warssw to the north, This exercise allowed
simultanecus movement in three convoysy however, there was a
bottlensck at one byridpe which permitted only one-wsy traffic.
Since each commander of a foroe had left his "Q" branch convoys
behind and had crossed the bridge with only his foroes, the
resultant delay held up for three days the advance of the forces
in Army strength., At the discussion of the maneuvre, which took
place st the office of G, Poplawski, Deputy Minister of Defense
for general affairs, the rear services command was found guilty
of disturbing and stopping the force for a period of three days.
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After much discussion, an order wss issued which farbade a
commander to leave behind his "Q" branch convoys during a
movement to contact; the commander was obliged to take them
along until the time of battle.

Defonge
7. Until 1953 the "mobile defenss to the rear" (Cbrona

Ruchoma) concept was taught everywhers. The principle was to
delgy an encry superior to our farces and to compel him to

fight over a mmber of defense lines which have been prepared

\ / I Belt ‘
'J\E A" II Belt |

I1I Belt

T
IV belt |

- <
2 V Belt |
g i

in advance.

VI Beld

QELRET |
25%
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If enemy forces attack Belt I and breach it, the forces pass
through Belt II by movement A and form a new defense line at |
Belt III, If the ensmy breaches Belt 1I, our forces pass from
there by a movement to positions in Belt IV, (This method
requires the acceptance of the principle of giving up ground
in order to destroy the enemy forces.) In 1953 this method
was virtually discarded and since then it has been contimally
anphasised that "mcbile defense to the remr" was ineffectual |
and should only be employed in rigid static Jdefenme as in the ‘
solution, ‘
8. A division in defense will receive a frontage of £ - 30 long
there were instances in which a division on an suxiliary axis i
received up to L5 km frontage. The depth of the divisional i
defense disposition is up to 30 km, the main forces of the
division deploying at a depth of only six m. The entire defense |
layout of the division is called 'Pas Obron Y Dywisii® and is
divided into three belte (Posycia), esch of which has thwee lines.
In addition to these, there are oblique lines P (in Polish:
Pogycia Gluchowa) in the depth of the defense disposition, which
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allow for moving the Soviet forces to the depth during the
fighting in thedir fortified disposition,

30 km

)
\ / (

9. Location of Headquerters:
a. Rear headquarters of a Front - up to 130 km from
the front line.
be Front rear services command - up to 150 km from |
the front line.
o. Rear headquarters of an Army - up to 4O km from |
the front line.
d. Army rear services cormand - 70 to 80 km from
the front line,
10. Amsmunition rations at each pleces
8. 76 mm gun, azfgom: 120 shells

25X1
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be 122 mm gun and howitser and 120 mm heavy mortar: 90 shells
¢. 152 ma gun and howitser snd 160 mm hesvy mortar: 60 shelle
11. Ammunition rations for esch pisce (exocept tanks), as per
table of allowance:
8+ In the regiment - 1,5 rations
b, In the division - 0.5
c. In the w - 1.0
de In the Front - 2.0 |
Total 5«0 rations per plecs |
12. Ammunition rations for each tank as per table of allowance: ‘
a. In the regiment -~ 2 rations j
be In the division -~ 1
¢e In the Amy - 1 ‘
d. In the Mront 2 |
Total € rations per tank |
13, Food rationss ‘
!
a, In the regiment - 3 days
b. In the divieion - 2 days
SECRET
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6. In the Army - 10 days
d. In the Front - 15 days

A——————

Total: 30 days
1. Puel, other than for tanks, calculated per tank truck:
2. In the regiment - 1.5 tank truck
b, In the division - 0.5
c. In the Armmy - 1.0
d. In the Front - 1.0

S

Totalt L tank trucks
15. PFuel for tanks, calculated per tank truck:
2. In the regiment - 1.5 - 2 tank trucks
b, In the division - 0.5 -1
¢. In the Armwy - 1
d. In the Front - 1

Total: (according to mission) L - § tank trucks
16. Defense layout, measurements:

Type of Unit Frontage Depth of Main Forces
Battalion 15 = 2 km 1.5 km
Regiment h-5kn 3-Lim
Division 10 - 12 S« 6 ke
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